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(57) Abstract 



Multilayer anti-micro bial materials formed to produce an interference colour, and thus an indicator of antimicrobial effect, are 
provided. The materials include a partly reflective base layer and a partly reflective, partly transmissivc top layer balanced to produce an 
interference Colour. The top layer is formed from an anct-raicrobial metal with atomic disorder. Dissolution or a change in composition of 
the top layer on contacting an alcohol or electrolyte causes a change in optical path length so as to produce a change in the interference colour 
of the material. Multilayer, laminated wound dressings are also provided. The dressing includes a first and second layer, and preferably a 
third layer. The first and third layers are formed of perforated, non-adherent materials and most preferably carry an ami-mlcrobial coadng 
as above. The second layer is sandwiched berween the first and third layers and is formed of an absorbent material. At least one of the 
layers is formed from a plastic material. The layers are laminated together by ultrasonic welds spaced intermittently on the dressing to 
allow the dressing to be cut to size with dclaminadng. 
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